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INTRODUCTION

Senrence Structure provides acriviries designed ro help you review and master the
Imporrant parts of sentences. ,

Simple definitions and rules are given as needed, but the emphasis is on activiries
designed ro reinforce your knowledge and skils.

You can use the answers provided on pages 30-32 to check your own work. You
should check and correct any errors immediately after working an Qctivity,
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==Parts of Speech

Parts of Speech refer to the different parts that make up a sentence. The most funda-
mental parts are nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, and connectors.
To figure out what part of speech a particular word is, you must look at what it does in
a sentence. Does the word name a person, place, ‘or thing? Does it describe another word
in the same sentence? Does it express action or being? One word can be a noun, verb,
or adjective, depending on how it ’is used in a sentence.

VERBS

A verb is a word which expresses: mental or physical action or a state of being.

The baby walks. (physical action)
They are happy. (state of being)

Human beings think. (mental action)

Often a verb will be joined fo one or more other verbs. These verbs are called help-
ing verbs. Without them, the main verb will not make complete sense in the sentence.
Some common helping verbs are have, has, had, is, are, was, did, has been, have been,
would, should, efc.

EXERCISE A

Underline the verb or verbs in the following sentences.

1. John walked a mile yesterday on his way to work.

2. Matt ate dinner early and finished his laundry before the 11:00 -P.M. news.
Alicia was sick from loss of weight.

Doris knew all the answers to the questions.

The students are in the lecture hall.

; This book has good stories about famoué people.

I have been teaching for ten years.

Suzanne has the flu and does not fe.el well.
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The room was too hot.

10. Everyone danced and sang for three hours.

11. They did have fun at the game.

12. Did she pass the physical examination?

13. Leave the building immediately and stand across the stréet.

14. The art exhibit attracted many peopleA.

15. Some of the survivors fled into the countryside and escaped harm.
16. Helena ran sluggishly in the marathon.

17. Corruption in government has been occurring for many years.
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SUBJECT NOUNS AND PRONOUNS

Nouns and certain pronouns are usually the subjects of sentences. A noun is the name
of a person, place, thing, idea, or feeling.

A pronoun is a word used to take the place of a noun. For example, instead of “a
woman” you would use the pronoun she; instead of “a man,” he; and instead of “fac-
tory,” it.

The following pronouns are used as subjects of sentences:
I he it who that those
you she we they this

The noun or pronoun subject tells you what or who is doing the action of the verb,

or who or what is being described. To find the subject of the sentence, find the verb

and ask yourself, “Who or what is doing something or being described?” When the
subject is not a person’s name, it is often preceded by the, a, or an.

The noun or pronoun subject usually comes before the verb except in these instances:

1. In a question the subject generally follows the helping verb and comes before the
main verb. In other words, the subject comes between the verbs. '

2. When you order someone to do something, the subject you is understood although
it is not stated in the sentence. The subject of a command is always you.

EXERCISE B

Underline each noun and pfonoun used as the subject in the following sentences.
- Sadie walked to the store in the rain.
. The kids are fighting again.
- Carrie burned the potatoes.

. She works in a factory.

. Annie leaned out the window and watched the snow falling on the street.
- This car Is ready for the junkpile.

.....

1

2

3

4

5. Mr. Ramirez talked to the doctor for an hour.

6

7

8. Sometimes television drives Ms. Ve ":.Z_y

9. Cheng dropped a jar of syrup on the floor.

10. Father spent an hour cleaning up the mess.

11. Alice forgot to buy milk but remembered the cookies.

12. The driver of the taxi was lost.

13. Lupe wants a bicycle for Christmas,

14. They read a book written by Newman about children in the Detroit public
schools. ' | |

15. On Wednesday. we are having a Christmas party for our family.
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ADIJECTIVES

An adjective is a word that describes a noun or a pronoun. It answers the question:
what kind? which ones? or how many? Writers use adjectives fo make their writing
more vivid. :

The woman is independent.
(What kind of a woman is she?)

The Hispanic workers are planning a party.

(Which ones are planning a party?)

EXERCISE C
Underline each adjective in the following sentences. Do not underline a, an, or the.
1. This narrow path leads to the highest point of that tall mountain.
2. White lilacs pérfumed the whole house. 7
. A careful person avoids accidents.
. They filled several lérge baskets with used clothing.
. The strong wind whistled through the tall pines.
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6. Our August nights have been hot and sultry.

7. The early beams of sunlight streamed through the open window.

8. I bought four delicious grapefruits at that fruit stand.

9. Every building should have an excellent foundation.

10. The n_oted lecturer was in a jovial mood.

11. Large orange butterflies flew among the many fragrant blossoms.

12. Which is the largest state in the Union?

13. This narrow road has some spectacular views of the lush valley below.
14. The white dusty curtains have been washed.

15. During her early life she had been a poor person.

16. The intense heat affected the sturdiest workers. |

17. Rice grows in a warm, damp climate.

18. A cheerful person gives pleasure to many peaple.

19. John Burroughs ‘was a famous naturalist.

20. From the shadowy gloom of the narrow street a faint gleam of light appeared.
21. The frail, elderly person was despondent.

22. The long, silver plane reflected the bright sunlight.

23. The autumn leaves colored the countryside with shades of bright red and soft

yellow.




ADVERBS

An adverb is a word used to describe a verb, adjective, or another adverb. Adverbs
usually tell when, where, or to what extent.

adv adj v adv adv
We were very tired. Terra eats very quickly.
(How tired are we or to what extent?) (How does Terra eat? How quickly?)
adv v

Later I will meet you for lunch.
(When will I meet you?)

EXERCISE D

Underline each adverb in the foHowing sentences.

The truck was driven rapidly and carelessly.

We left too late and barely missed the plane.

Cindy sailed the boat very cautiously.

They walked very slowly and talked loudly.

The cat ran swiftly toward the very tiny‘ mouse.
Should I sing now, or do you want me to sing later?
The days have been extremely cold and too windy.

He always speaks slowly and distinctly.
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. Please respond promptly to this very urgent letter.

-
[e=]

- I suddenly forgot her name almost immediately upon meeting. her.

=y
fany

. Suddenly the car started and quickly left the parking . lot.

oy
&N

. She is writing too quickly for her handwriting to be easily read

=
w

. Summers in that state can be extremely hot.

=
S

- My heart was beating too rapidly as I nervously paced the floor.

Jaxy
1]

. The team played proudly and soon won the game.

oy
(=]

- The cat walked cautiously and -suddenly leaped to the side.

-
~N

. Everyone listened carefully to the very complicated instructions.

=
o

- Sam whistled loudly as he walked briskly down the street.

iy
(]

. We walked slowly toward the train.

[\
o

- We crossed the street very fearlessly.

N
—

. The wildly blowing wind uprooted those stately trees.

[
[\N]

- Mary excitedly told us the wild story.

N
w

. Maria’s ‘lovely dress was spoiled by the accident.
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PREPOSITIONS

A preposition is a word usually used to express a relationship of time, location, or
direction. A

‘The apartment above mine is vacant.

Casa Portugal is on Main Street.

The newspaper arrives during the afternoon.

A prepositional phrase is a group of words that begins with a preposition and usu-
ally ends with a noun or pronoun. The noun or pronoun is called the object of the
preposition.

The following is a list of commonly used prepositions:

about behind or since above below from through

across beneath in to after beside into toward

against between like under along beyond of until

among by off up around down on with

at during over within before except past without
EXERCISE E

Underline the prepositional phrases in each sentence.

. The workers climbed into the truck behind the building.

. Many stars can be seen on a clear night.

The top of my desk is always covered with papers before a meeting.
Have you ever driven through a tunmel in the mountains?

The upholstery on this antique sofa came from France.

. The hillside by the highway was dotted with beautiful flowers.
Great clusters of grapes hung from the vine in the garden.

A small box of eggs was placed in the center of the table.
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The group talked about their next project while sitting around the fireplace.

=
o

. My grandfather lives in St. Louis most of the year.

funy
uxy

. I have a display of trophies in that bookcase.

g
AN}

. Who placed a horseshoe above the door to the classroom?

[EEY
w

. The sides of the hill are covered with grass and with wildflowers.

iy
S

. We walked around town during the afternoon.

faxy
o

. They stood under the bridge and watched rain fall in great sheets.

[y
()]

. Will you come to the demonstration with me?

-
~3

. Some of the employees are on the assembly line. -

-
oo

. She threw the football halfway across the field.
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CONNECTORS

A connector is a word that joins words, groups of words, or sentences. Here are a few

of them:

neither . . . nor and nor while
_either . . . or or S0 which

however but thus that
not only . . . but also yet after before
therefore for as. when
consequently if

EXERCISE F

Underline each connector.
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. We waited until the mechanic replaced the" part.

Plums and peaches are ripe; therefore, I will buy some.

I ran to the car when I saw the accident.

. Please call Henry or Roger for me.

. A conjunction may connect words or groups of ‘words.

Neither the Smiths nor the Garcias were late.

. Their cottage is not large, but it is comfortable.

- Do not answer until you hear all of the question.

Your address or phone number must be included on the application form.

. The No Smokers Committee has announced a special meeting, but they have not

advertised it.

EXERCISE G

Write a suitable connector in each blank.

1.

2.

3.

I cannot leave my brother gets home.

We must hurry, we’ll be late for the program.

Battles were foughf on the sea, on the land, ; in the air.

Charles Dennis went to the movie, Donald did

not.

. Please wait Elizabeth is ready.

. Either Kenneth I will carry that box upstairs.

. Peter Danny are twins; ., they look alike.

you cannot go, we -will leave earlier.




EXERCISE H

In the sentences below, label each word (except a, an, the) as one of these parts of
speech: noun (n), verb (v), pronoun (pro), adjective (adj), adverb (adv), comnector (c), and
preposition (prep).

pro adj n G n v adv v pro prep n
1. My wonderful friend and sister will surely meet me at the airport.

2. That handome, new neighbor is very intelligent and an excellent writer.

3. Joe broke his arm when he fell down the stairs.

4. Our usually friendly daughter has been having a very hard time at the office.
5. The sky is generally a beautiful blue in the summer.

6. Tom said that he would walk me to the bus, but he did not.

7. The baby is crying for some attention.

8. My friend quickly bought the ring before he changed his mind.

9. A fire on Pearl Street completely destroyed many apartments.

10. The young man picked up the book, thumbed through the pages, and then put it

down.
11. The wrecked ship sank quickly as the hurricane blew violently.
12. I have many bills that must be paid before I leave.
13. He is the very tall person in the center of the room.
14. The Gateway Arch is in St. Louis ami it is beautifu] at dusk.
15. Our house is located at the cormer of May and Elm.
16. Our new supervisor, Ms. Chavez, conducted the meeting.
17. We were inspired by the Iwo Jima monument in Washington, D. C.
18. While the wind and snow were blowing outside, we snuggled warmly by the fire.
19. 1 know I'll 'never forget our June date.
~ 20. Overeating can be bad for your health.
21. On a cold day hot tea and soup will warm. you.
22. Sarah rose early for she had a job interview.
23. 1 lveft before the speeches began.
24. The gentle person leaned over and kissed the child:
25. Handguns and rifles are collected bj hobbyists.
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=The Simple Sentence

A sentence is a group of words that expresses a complete thought. To express a com-
plete thought, a sentence makes a statement, makes an exclamation, or asks a question.

I want to receive my bonus..
Wow, do I need that bonus!

Do you need that bonus?

EXERCISE A

Determine if each of the following is a sentence. For each sentence label the subjeci(s)
with an s and the verb(s) with a v. Write IS for an incomplete sentence.

S S v
1. Magazines and newspapers sometimes lie.

2. Magazines and newspapers on the floor. IS

3. Jack was a good musician and a good leader.

4. You are a hard worker.

5. Many children enjoy movies about interesting animals.

6. The boy’s room was shared by his brother.

7. The food was instant eggs for breakfast and franks for dinner.
8. Is anything exciting happening this week at the festival?

9. The bunks that we slept in during the terrible flooding.

10. This kind of argument is difficult to have without getting mad..
11. People standing on the corner near the new office building.
12. What are the bosses doing during the workers’ strike?

13. Walk down Main Street to Oak Lane.

14. Because it is easier to make reservations.

15. Take your time and do your best.

16. Where .havé the years gone?

17. Today is the beginning of the rest of vour life.

18. My young daughter kept me awake all night.

19. The women playing softball at the field in the park.

20. For some unknown reason, I was exhausted this morning.
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21. Jan, Pam, and Lynn went doWntown to the movies.
22. 1 didn't get home until two o’clock this morning.

23. The weather seems better today.

24. Have you seen my red sweater? .

25. Since children always amaze me with their innocence.
26. The subject of teaching was never mentioned.

27. John has been thinking about returning to school.

28. When you come to work and bring your tools.

29. The pounding noise of the air hammer.

30. Quiche is an easy to make.

EXERCISE B

Circle the subjects and underline the verbs in the sentences below.

Every night at 11, Maize Hills pulls a red emergency switch in her kitchen. It turns
off the heat. Every morning around 4:30, she turns the heat on. Then she goes back
to bed. :

Every two months Carroll D. Stévens raises the rent. He needs more money for
fuel. Recently, his tenants beat him to the punch. They offered him an additional $25
a month for oil.

Carl B. E. Shedd burns oak logs in a large fireplace at one end of his living room.
A small fan pushes the warm air into the room. The temperature rises to only 62
degrees throughout the day and night.:‘

Normann S. Zalkind checks his homemade draft-blockers constantly. He has stuffed
newspapers up most of his eight fireplaces. Sometimes strips daﬁce in the draft. Then
he shoves more newspaper up the chimney.

These four New Englanders have learned the tools of survival. These tools are
becoming a new way of life and a principal subject of conversation this winter. Every-
wherev in New England, the rich and the poor, young and old are sharing tricks of

survival.
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=(Compound denfences

A compound sentence is formed when two or more related sentences are joined in one
‘of three ways: by a comma and a comnector; by a semicolon and a connector; or by a
semicolon alone. ,

Place a comma before these connectors when they join two complete sentences: , and;
, or; , nor; , for; , so; , but; , yet. Following are some lists of connectors that you can
use to form compound sentences. When ome of these connectors joins two complete
sentences, write a semicolon (;) before the connector and a comma after the connector.

; however, ; nevertheless, ; instead, ; consequently,

; therefore, ; on the other hand, : besides, ; as a result,

; thus, ; also, ; hence, ; besides that,

; in fact, ; furthermore, : ; then, ; in addition,

; otherwise, ; for instance, ; that is, ; for example,
EXERCISE A

Write in the correct punctuation in each of these compound sentences.
1. You can leave the car here tonight however it must be moved tomorrow
morning,
2. They told me to pick up my TV. set but I don’t have the money to pay
for it right now.
3. Don’t call me this late again furthermore just don’t ever call me again.
4. The Ochoas will be here early for they will have to leave shortly after
dinner. ' ,
5. You ‘should walk everyday to help your breathing besides it will help your
heart.
6. John or Maria will be at the corner or they will phone to let us know.
7. You might be correct on the other hand you may have made an error.
S. They may arrive on thé ten o'clock plane or they may take a ‘later flight.
9. Helene was trying her best at work however it wasnt good enough.
10. At no time did the patient show pain nor did she show discomfort.
- 11. I paid too much for this sweater but I needed it to stay warm.
12. George thanked me yet he did all the work.
13. Lorene found the money so she took a taxi home.
14. Who has my recipe book furthermore how did you get it?
'15.'1‘ caught five large fish in addition I got plenty of fresh air.
16. Thom saves his money but he never pays his bills.
17.1 walk a mile each day nevertheless I need more exercise.
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EXERCISE B

For each compound sentence below, put in the necessary punctuation (comma or semi-

Cco

1

2
3
4.
5
6

N

10.
11.
12:
13:
14.
15
16.

57,
18.

19.
20,

2
22

23:
24.
25.
26.

lon). If a sentence is not a compound sentence, leave it as it is.

. I went to the market yesterday and I bought the items on sale.

. He was trying his best however it wasn't good enough.

. Saturday we went swimming besides that we had a picnic.

The baby has an earache therefore I will have to take her to the doctor.

. The dancer’s performance was nice but he slipped once.

. The ice cream fell off the cone consequently the small child had nothing to
eat.

The day was long and the night was welcome.

The sky’s light seemed to glitter .through the windowpane for 1 could feel its
magnificence on my face. '
English grammar is not easy but I will stick with it.

Life is full bf mysteries and unknown wonders.

Children are complicated beings but worth every trying moment.

Last night my rélatives were in the den and the kitchen.

Not having any money, I nevertheless went to the rummage and bake sale.
Inflation is hurting people because necessities are expensive.

Last night I was in a store and there was a robbery.

I'm hoping to take my daughter to Disney World soon however I can’t afford
it now. |

How much did you pay for those shoes?

The killer whale has always been considered a savage predator yet this crea-
ture possesses a remarkable degree of gentleness.

I hate mathematics and English but I must study them.

We must all learn the proper use of English otherwise there will be no
decent communication.

No one came to class yet I stayed and waited.

Rembrand& was looked upon with disdain during his lifetime thus his genius
wés only appreciated several centuries after his death.

It was hard but John passed the driving test.

The women were going to the beach instead of going to the park.

Taxes have been going up recently accordingly rents have gone up.

Why are we doing this if we are not good at it?
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EXERCISE C

Circle all words that connect compound sentences and put in all necessary punctuation.

It is always very ‘difficult to take an examination but you can make it easier
for yourself. Eat a good breakfast before the examination otherwise you may feel
hungry and lightheaded. Try to be calm and relaxed. Bring along anything you
might need for example bring pencils, tissues, aspirin, maybe even a small snack
such as an apple. Start work immediately and don’t waste time. If you cannot
answer a question, don’t spend too much time trying. Go right on to the next
question and go back to the difficult question at the end. Work as quickly as
you can but don’t be careless. Sometimes you can narrow down the correct
answer to two choices yet you cannot choose between them. .In such a case it
makes sense to guess. Do not let your mind wandef or you may run out of
time. Finally, always read directions carefully. Often people do mnot follow direc-

tions correctly consequently they make mistakes.

EXERCISE D.

Write in the connecting word that makes sense in each of the following sentences. Pay
attention to punctuation in selecting the appropriate word.

1. The water was only slightly polluted by the factory’s dumping of chemicals; .

drinking the water caused no harm.

2 I did a nice job; , I was paid well.

3. Jose quit the ring, his career in boxing did not turn

out as he had planned.

4. The train made too much noise; it was very

crowded inside.

5. 1 did not go to the office for three days, I was

fired from my job.

6. People gain ideas and experience as they get older:

they don’t always benefit from them.

- 7. Exercise early in the morning before work; you

may get tired if you do not eat a good breakfast first.

13




10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

186.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22

283

24.

25

. George wanted to go to the beach; he had to stay,

home.

. Helena performed the graceful dance well, she

received a standing ovation.

Bill cannot go to the ball game; can his brother.

We missed our exit on the highway; we had to

drive 20 miles out of the way.

We can all go in the car, we will have to send for

the luggage later.

Having a yard sale is an excellent idea; if we have

a dance, we would make more money.

The dawn is rising high over the mountains, ' the

day brings great joy to all.

The luncheon at Phillip’s apartment was great, Jack

went home sick.

Jules the cat was Very beautiful; everyone praised

his good looks.

1 cannot go; can I stay at home.
It was raining hard this morning, 1 left home early."
My friends and 1 went to the theatre last night,

after that we ate dinner in a restaurant.

This restaurant serves interesting food; today it is

featuring Creole red beans and rice.
Billie Holliday was an outstanding blues and jazz singer;

she never got rich.

Adam was addicted to heroin, he went to the

neighborhood health center for help.

The supermarket was closed; : we had to go to the

neighborhood store to buy some flour.

The water was clear; , if you looked into it, you

could see the rocky bottom.

‘Washing clothes is hard work; it has to be done.
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